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2 ARTISTS REFLECT 
WONDERS OF NATURE 


By Robert MerrittTimes-Dispatch staff writer January 10,1986 Publication: Richmond 
Times-Dispatch Page: C-8 Word Count: 496 


Ann Lyne and Conway Thompson are an interesting combination for 
a two- person show. Both approach art as a living, breathing 
experience and each has found a personal way to deal with the 
wonders of nature. Their new show, on view through Feb. 22 in the 
campus center at Randolph- Macon College in Ashland, reflects this 
wonder. The link in these paintings and sculpture is an emphasis on 
the manipulation of materials and the depiction of shape and form. 
The exhibition is dominated by Ms. Lyne's large paintings, largely 
because most of Ms. Thompson's sculptures are on-site pieces, 
placed in natural settings, and can be represented here only by 


documentary photographs. 


Ms. Lyne's paintings are mostly on still-life motifs. The natural element is usually a flower, 
more specifically exotic orchids, and the handling of oils is aggressive while also being 
carefully balanced. The shapes -- a table, a chair, a receeding wall -- emerge from a gray mass 
of anxious brush strokes. The flower adds a shock of color; leaves of a green that seems 


impossibly rich and other touches of color are carefully placed to maintain an uneasy balance. 


The irony is that while the paintings are dominated by masses of gray, the images seem to 
emerge from within a crystal clear air. This is made possible by the vivid color and form of the 


flowers, and by the additional infusion of color that might be in the form of a screen that serves 


as a background or maybe a wallpaper. It might be small flower designs in a tablecloth, the 


cover of a book, a streak of light. 


When Ms. Lyne moves outdoors, she tends to draw. There is one painting -- a rural landscape 
handled with the same gray dominance, shattered by a glowing yellow sky and the reflected 
gold of angular rooftops. The drawings are charcoal, including dense Goochland landscapes 


and a loosely drawn series of horses. 


Ms. Thompson, on the other hand, has been limited to a few smooth stone pieces and a single 


monumental site piece. There is no comparison between the two. 


"Caspian III" is a powerful, hulking work. Constructed of huge, bolted beams of wood, it has a 
raw elegance. It challenges the viewer who wants to find a utilitarian purpose for such an 
overbearing physical presence, while at the same time it mesmerizes with its confident 


irregularity. 


The smaller marble pieces seem less energetic. It's almost impossible to look at the small 
"Reclining Figure" without thinking of Henry Moore, while other marble offerings are made up 


of smooth, curving contours that are meant to play with natural light. 


RICHMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY -- John Bryan and Janet Gilmore-Bryan, husband/ wife 
artists and teachers, are being featured in the January show in the Gellman Room of the 


Richmond Public Library. 


Lorraine Brevig, a graduate of Virginia Commonwealth University, is featured on the second 


floor, and Marsha Flora is showing nature photographs in lobby cabinets. 


Watercolors by Liz Wooten, a studio artist and member of the Bon Air Artists Association, are 


being shown in the Westover Hills Branch library. 
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